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The Mahindra Xylo has challenged Toyota's dominance over the MPV segment, and the leader has responded promptly with its upgraded Innova. Will the cosmetic makeover be enough to guarantee the Innova's lead? Sopan Sharma investigates
Families; the good old Indian way of staying together, doing whatever. And when it comes to doing fun things together on the road, nothing comes close to MPVs, the Multi-Purpose Vehicles that have formed a sure-shot steady sale segment for itself over the years. Multi-purpose also means that the vehicles double up as spacious and economical modes of public transport for fleet operators.

From the Tata Sumos and the Tempo Traxes from a decade ago to the spanking new MPVs today that actually feel like upsized cars and not downsized trucks, the segment has come a long way - riding on the Indian middle class boom. After the stonking success of the Toyota Qualis, the company decided to do away with its 'taxi' image and move towards a more family appeal car-like vehicle with the Innova, the MPV has been hugely popular and almost peerless.

Not until the advent of the home-grown Mahindra Xylo. With its extremely well engineered and smartly thought out tit-bits, it is clear that this is unlike any other vehicle built by the house of Mahindra. The Innova is out with a fresher, more dynamic look too, but will it be enough to speed away from Mahindra's charging bull? We find out.


